Cyst fluid CA 125 levels in ovarian epithelial neoplasms.
To assess the feasibility of using cyst fluid CA 125 levels to distinguish between benign and malignant ovarian cystic neoplasms. CA 125 levels were measured in ovarian cyst fluid and in serum obtained at surgery in 44 women with ovarian cystic tumors of epithelial origin (25 benign, 12 malignant, and seven borderline). The median cyst fluid CA 125 level in malignant neoplasms (671 U/mL) was higher than in benign tumors (175 U/mL), and 86% of the malignant tumors contained levels higher than 100 U/mL in the cyst fluid, compared with only 62% of the benign tumors. However, these differences were not statistically significant. Cyst fluid levels of CA 125 cannot be used to distinguish between benign and malignant ovarian cysts of epithelial origin.